Promio 9& vcn_ammm Peace
one pooch at a time

MAY 16
Polished Pooches

for World Peace
A Youth Fundraiser

By Monica Kaplan
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extremely dynamic mother and dangheer
s are .”..E._.__L_.._._:_..“ nnun“___:.._m AreA [eenE 3
bevy of business and fundraising skills while
raising moncy o promote world peace. Oh,
and throw in giving a whole lot of dogs
their baths at the same nme. Management
pura Stephen Covey would be proud.

Shelly Gilliam and her daughter M'Lynn
are entening their third year of offering
a day-long dog-wash fundmaiser ar their
bussiness, the Doggse Dude Ranch, and the
divadends st keep bubbling over.

This vear, their “Polished Pooches for
Peace,” to be held Sanurday, May 16, will
train abowt 20 teens all the ins and outs
of organizing & fundraiser and providing
customer service as they wash, groom and
play with abour 60 dogs assembly-line style,

At the end of the day, the high schoolers
will have completed 16 hours of detailed
msrmuction in how o m_.._.__.._,_ﬁ_._...q_.__ such
an event, and also raised money roward
the goal of building a school for girks in
Pakistan through the nonprofit Central Asia
Institute.
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everyhody working together just like we
rned,” says AM'Lynn, a junior ar Prescon
High School. Working on the eventalongside
her mother since she was a freshman, the
bright 17 year old plans to lead the training
of her peers by the nme her senior year rolls
AT,

And  the business
curnctlum  presented o these teens is
nathing o bark at m_"_n.:.._.. and her hushand,
Dan, are passionate about operating their
pet kenmel with the highest standards of
business practices; they also want to teach
that philosophy to the younger peneration.

“The guiding principle of the Dogge
Dude Ranch team i to encourage and
support learning in all aspects of life, but
cspecially in how we stive o make the
world a bemer place,” says Shelly. Their
desire 10 design a kennel-relared event that
would also serve as a _:..u.._..“_u.m_.._w Gpporianity
for teens has netted resulis larger than they
Ever anticipated.

“One of the first things | do in the
training ks break dowm the cliques,” w_._nn_"..
shares, her enthusiasm for mentoring reens

“Wou  fbeel

breadth of the

very evident.
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M'Lynn, Dan & Shelly Gilliam

“1 want these kids to say hi to cach
other ar school, becawse we're all abous
Comansnicy.”

Just as she opens her rao-day trakning: by
first beeaking down socksl barders, Shelly
also gives the youths o crash course in a
systems approach to running a dogwash.,

I wse MeDonalds as an ﬁk“:.._.__"..,.._._...: she
SYSCEm  made
profitable.’” She then leads a discussion
o how the group will omgnize their own
dog washimg,
and the topics just et more multfacensd
from there: goal-seming, customer scrvice,

begins, “n's the wldmare

system of  aszembly-line

_._u_n_n.rir:x._.w_ behavior, quality control, sales
raining, job dutes, .:__:.._"".. and _.._1.._._..._?

Shelly smiles as she admits the wo-day
curnculum is “absolately oo much™ for a
teen to take in: “each kid is going to rake
something different  home
ahe 15 sanshed in the knowledge that the
“they will
bearn, strench and prow, and go out and make
the world a bereer place for themsehes and
others"

with them™

cxperience will l.._._.nﬁﬁ. them:

..r_.ﬂ_n.._.—.r__._ﬂ of that, the _"_G..“r.. ,_._.._.z_..._u:t cveng
this year will be mising money and swareness
for a cause close o MLynn's hearr — the
work of Greg Mortenson and his Cenrral
Asia Istinuee,

“The guiding prin-
ciple of the Doggie
Dude Ranch team
is to encourage
and support learn-
ing in all aspects of
life, but especially
in how we strive
to make the world

a better place.”
-Shelly Gilliam

w-._.u_..:__._ was tauched _.___. % book she resd
bast summer by Momenson, *Three Cups of
Tea,” abour his experience _u...r..._h nursed bac
i health by some Pakistand willagers after
a near-faral mountain climbing  accudent.
Afterwards, he vanted to grve back and
“gently discourage terroriem™ by building
schiools there, she says Sixey have been bals
s far. v._._“.“_.._.._._ hopes to rase 515000 by the
end of her senior year, which will build and
supply one school.

T sign yourr dog apy for the Poliched Poccher for
Forkd Peace" event .._..__J._. 16 at the Drogpre Dt
Fawech, calf 710-7539, or po fo wast dogyindivey.
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